SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 28

1. DIATRIBE (DIE-a-tribe) noun – a bitterly critical speech

· Sounds like:  dye a tribe

· Picture:  The chief is enraged, screaming at a man who has dyed the entire tribe green.

· Synonyms:
· Antonyms:
· Sentence:  When something went wrong, he went into a diatribe.
2. INNOCUOUS (in-NOK-yoo-uss) adj. – harmless; ineffective

· Sounds like:  inn octopus

· Picture:  A couple arriving for a weekend stay at a country inn.  The innkeeper points out the dining room, the fireplace in the library, and the live octopus in the parlor.  “Oh, don’t worry about him,” the host says to the startled guests.  “He’s harmless.”

· Synonyms:
· Antonyms:
· Other form:  innocuously (adv.); innocuousness (noun)
· Sentence:  The drink looked innocuous, but actually contained a deadly poison.
3. PLAUSIBLE (PLAWS-uh-bull) adj. – believable, but not completely

· Sounds like:  Claus or Bill

· Picture: Two little girls studying the Santa Claus who has appeared at their door.  They want to believe it’s really Santa Claus, and they’re 95% sure it is, but there’s just something about his voice that tells them it might be their neighbor, Bill.  “It definitely could be the real Santa Claus,” says one.  “Well, I say we give him the benefit of the doubt,” says the other.  “That ‘Ho Ho Ho’ sounded plausible to me.”

· Synonyms:
· Antonyms:
· Other forms:  plausibility (noun); plausibly (adv.)
· Sentence: Most of the movie seemed plausible, but that ending was ridiculous.

