SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 27

1. EXTRICATE(ex-TRIK-ate) verb – to free from a trap or difficult 

     situation; to disentangle

· Sounds like:  eggs truck Kate

· Picture:  Kate works on a chicken farm.  One day, Kate is loading eggs onto the back of a truck when the driver is attached by a crazed chicken.  Startled, the driver puts the truck into gear and takes off, bouncing at high speed down the dirt road into town.  Meanwhile, Kate has fallen headfirst into the back of the truck and has been knocked unconscious, buried beneath boxes of eggs, which have toppled onto her.  Arriving at his destination, the driver runs to the back of the eggs truck, discovers Kate, and frees her from her trap.  (Kate is angry.  To find out what she and the driver say to each other, see PALTRY).

· Other forms:  extrication (noun); extricable (adj.)
· Sentence:  The fox worked for hours to extricate itself from the trap.

2. INFER (in-FER) verb – to figure out, based on given information; 

      conclude; deduce

· Sounds like:  in fur

· Picture:  A scientist finds a baby seal on the shore.  When he picks up the animal, he notices that the seal’s fur is coated with oil.  From this information (the oil in the fur), the scientist concludes that there has been an n oil spill somewhere in the area.

· Note: Infer doesn’t mean “to imply” or “to suggest.”  When you infer something, you take in information.
· Other form:  inference  (noun); inferential (adj.)
· Sentence:  We can infer from his casual dress that he didn’t read the invitation carefully.
3. PALTRY (PAWL-tree) adj.– worthless; insignificant; petty

· Sounds like:  poultry

· Picture: Remember Kate and the eggs truck?  Okay, so the driver goes to the back of the truck and rescues Kate.  But she’s very angry, and when he tries to explain that the crazed chicken made him drive off so wildly, Kate says, “Well, that’s a poultry excuse!”  (She means ‘paltry,’ or worthless, but the driver is too scared to correct her).

· Other forms:  paltriness (noun)
· Sentence: Bill could barely survive on his paltry wages.

