SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 26

1. DISCERNING (DI-surr-ning) adj. – insightful; perceptive

· Sounds like:  this urn Ning

· Picture:  Two archeologists digging at a site in China.  They uncover a vase, or urn, and one of the archeologists begins to describe it after a very brief examination:  “This urn? Ning.  That is, it’s from the Ning Dynasty.  It’s easy to tell.  See this pattern of dragon’s teeth along the bottom?  That’s distinctive of Ning.  Also, the color and shape of the handles are clues that this urn is from the Ning Dynasty.”  The second archeologist adds, “Also, it says right here on the bottom, ‘Made during the Ming Dynasty.’”

· Other forms:  discern  (verb) ; discernible adj.)
· Sentence:  She has a discerning nature, which allows her to understand her clients on a deep level.

2. QUERULOUS (KWER-uh-less) adj. – constantly complaining

· Sounds like:  squirrel house

· Picture:  Squirrel loudly complaining about a louse that’s biting his back (louse is the singular of lice).

· Note: Querulous is not related to the word “query,” which means to question.

· Other form:  querulously (adv.)
· Sentence:  His critical, querulous nature was hard to live with.
3. STAGNANT (STAG-nent) adj.– motionless; unchanging; dull

· Sounds like:  stage ant

· Picture: An ant performing on stage.  The ants in the audience begin to complain that the actor hasn’t moved or said anything for an hour.  Says one:  “The play is starting to stagnant.”

· Other forms:  stagnant (verb); stagnation (noun)
· Sentence: Stagnant water gives mosquitoes a calm environment in which to thrive.

