SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 9
1.  COALESCE (KO-uh-less) verb- unite; grow together
· Sounds like:  coal S

Picture:  A man puts some charcoal into his barbecue grill, throws in a match, 

and goes into the house.  When he returns, he sees that the coals have come 

together to form a large letter “S” at the bottom of the grill.  “When they 

say it makes Super Fire, they aren’t kidding!”

· Other forms: coalescent (adj.); coalescence (noun)
· Sentence: Astronomers believe stars coalesce from huge clouds of gas.

2.  DECADENCE (DEK-uh-dents) noun – moral decay or decline

· Sounds like:  deck of dance

· Picture:  Two very conservative ladies aboard a cruise ship.  They’re

         discussing what goes on down on the dance dock.  “It’s disgusting,” says one. 

         “They drink and they dance all night.”  “They’re animals,” says another. 

         “That’s all I can say. They’re morally-corrupt and decadent!”

· Other forms:  decadent (adj.); decadently (adv.)
· Sentence:  Some historians attribute the fall of the Roman Empire to
    internal decadence.

3.  PIOUS (PIE-us) – adj. – exhibiting religious devotion

· Sounds like: pies

· Picture:  Pies praying. Or someone praying to a pie.

· Other forms:  piety (noun); piously (adv.)
· Sentence:  He never went to church or temple, but he was pious all the same.







