SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 23
1. DOGMATIC (daeg-MAT-ik) adj. – sticking to widely-accepted beliefs, even 

     when faced with contrary evidence; close-minded

· Looks like:  dog medic

· Picture:  A medic (military doctor) arguing with a dog.  The medic is 

insisting that there is no scientific proof that dogs can talk.  The dog   

replies, “I think you’re ignoring some important evidence.”

· Other forms:  dogma, dogmatism (noun)
· Sentence:  Religious dogma must somehow allow for social change.

2.  OBTUSE (obb-TOOSE) adj. – dull; blunt; unintelligent; lacking sharpness

· Sounds like:  Hobb two’s

· Picture:  Hobb as a young boy standing at the blackboard, where he has written “2+2=97.”  Not exactly a genius, poor young Hobb just doesn’t see where he’s going wrong.

· Other forms:  obtuseness (noun); obtusely (adv.)

· Sentence:  His obtuse argument convinced me no one.

3. TREPIDATION (trep-ih-DAY-shun) noun – fear

· Sounds like:  trap a dachshund (a dachshund is a dog with a long body  and short legs)

· Picture:  Several young boys have set a trap for a neighborhood animal.  They don’t care what they catch.  Waiting behind a large tree, the boys hold the end of a rope whose far end is hung over a branch.  After several minutes, a dachshund that has gotten loose from his yard walks right into the trap and the boys yank him upside down with a sudden jerk.  Whooping and slapping each other on the back, the young hunters celebrate their achievement. But when they finally turn to their victim, the look of terror in the dog’s eyes freezes their hands and feet.  They are filled with guilt and regret at what they’ve done to this frightened dog.  Carefully, lowering him from the tree, they pet and hug him and release him.

· Sentence:  Alone in the house at night for the first time, Ed was filled with trepidation.
