SAT VOCABULARY LESSON 22
1. CRITERIA (cry-TEER-ee-uh) noun – requirements or standards used to make

    a decision

· Looks like:  cry tearier

· Picture:  The director is advising an actress who is trying out for a role in the show:  “When you get to the part where you find out your horse has died, you must cry tearier.  We’re using this scene to make our decision about who gets the part, and the more tears, the better your chances.”

· Other form:  criterion (singular)
· Sentence:  There must be many criteria for selecting astronauts who will travel to Mars.

2. NOSTALGIC (nuh-STAL-jik) adj. – wishing for a return to the way things

      used to be; longing for the past; homesick

· Sounds like:  nose tell cheek

· Picture:  A face with stylish eyeglasses perched on the nose.  The nose looks

over to one cheek and says, “I miss the old glasses.”

· Other form:  nostalgia (noun)
· Sentence:  Seeing the old pictures of her parents made Kate nostalgic.
3. UNDERMINE (UNN-der-mine) verb – to weaken by wearing away the 

     foundation; to sabotage

· Looks like: under mine

· Picture:  A diamond mine discovered and developed by a very hard-working woman.  Secretly, the woman’s jealous sister has been digging a tunnel under the mine in an effort to weaken its foundation and destroy the whole operation.

· Sentence:  Carol tried to undermine Don’s authority by starting a rumor about him.

