SET B SAT VOCABULARY LESSON 21
1. ALIENATE (AIL-ee-un-nate) verb – to push someone away, or cause him to 

separate from people

· Sounds like:  Alien Nate

· Picture:  Nate, a martian, is standing apart from a group of former Earthling friends.  One says, “We don’t want him around anymore.  He’s weird.  It’s like he’s from another planet or something.”

· Other forms:  alien; alienation (noun)
· Sentence:  People who think they know everything often alienate friends.

2. DESPONDENT (dih-SPON-dent) adj. – feeling depressed or hopeless

· Sounds like:  the spoon dent

· Picture:  A man with a very large collection of antique spoons.  He sits holding a dented spoon in one hand, his face buried in the other as he cries to his wife.

· Other forms:  despondency (noun); despondently (adv.)
· Sentence:  After the fire, Sam was despondent for weeks.

3. OPULENCE (OPP-yoo-lence) noun –luxury; wealth; riches

· Looks like: opal fence (opal is a precious gem)

· Picture:  We were visiting cousins in a wealthy part of the state.  My brother and I wandered off and walked toward the lake, where we came upon a magnificent house in the woods.  We saw six Rolls Royces parked in the long, circular driveway.  The shrubs were sculpted to look like dollar signs.  But the most amazing sight of all was the fence.  It ran around the entire property and was made completely of opal.  It glistened and shone in the afternoon sun, the brightest, most luxurious thing we had ever seen.

· Other forms:  opulent (adj.); opulently (adv.)
· Sentence:  To many people from other nations, an average American home would seem opulent.
