SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 14

1.  JARGON (JARR-gun) noun – specialized language used by a particular 

      group

· Sounds like:  jar gone

· Picture:  Policeman questioning the burglary victim:  “So you’re saying that alleged perpetrator unlawfully removed from your domicile one wide-mouthed vessel made principally of earthenware?”  Victim pointing to empty shelf:  “No, what I am saying is

     that my jar is gone.”

· Sentence:  The use of jargon can be an efficient way to communicate, 

especially in an emergency.

2. MALIGN (muh-LINE) verb– to say evil or harmful things about someone;

     defame; vilify

· Sounds like:  Mal lying

· Picture:  Mal’s landlady has taken him to court for non-payment of rent. On the 

 
witness stand, Mal pretends to be an innocent victim.  Instead of fighting, he decides

to malign his landlady by lying about her.  He says that she called him up and said horrible   things to him on the phone, faxed him a letter bomb, and even tried to drop a block of 

ice on his head. 

· Other form:  malignant (adj.)
· Sentence:  He was so angered to learn the tumor was malignant, he

maligned the entire hospital staff.

3. PERFUNCTORY (per-FUNK-ter-ee) adj. – without enthusiasm or  

     thoroughness; routine; “going through the motions”

· Sounds like:  perfume factory

· Picture:  The woman responsible for inspecting a perfume factory has just 

completed her tour in a little under three minutes.  Her assistant, a young man in

 
training, is amazed at how short their inspection was:  “We hardly looked at anything 

in there.  What kind of inspection is this?”  Her response:  “A perfunctory one. 

 
Look, why should I push myself? I’ve been through here a hundred times before. 

 
I never find anything.  I write them a positive report, and I always come out 

smelling like a rose.” 

· Other forms:  perfunctoriness (noun); perfunctorily (adv.)
· Sentence:  He’d been teaching the course for so long, it had become a perfunctory exercise.

