SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 13

1.  FICKLE (FIK-uhl) adj. - lacking loyalty; unpredictably changeable; erratic

· Rhymes with:  pickle and nickel

· Picture:  A little girl and her teacher.  The teacher is holding up a picture of

a pickle and a picture of a nickel and has asked the girl which she likes

better.  The girl says she likes pickles better. Then she says she likes nickels better.  She continues to alternate, changing her mind every few seconds.

· Other forms: fickleness (noun)
Sentence: Audiences are fickle, which is why many celebrities fade from

view.

2.  SUBTLE (SUT-il) adj. – hard to see or understand; elusive

· Sounds like:  subtitle

Picture:  Man and woman watching a foreign film.  As each subtitle appears on the screen, the audience laughs longer and louder.  “What?” asks the man.  “What’s so funny?  I just don’t get it.”  Woman:  “I think these subtitles are a little too subtle for us.” 
· Other forms:  subtly (adv.); subtlety (noun)
Sentence:  The editor’s changes were so subtle, even the author didn’t notice.

3.  UBIQUITOUS (yoo-BIK-wit-uss) adj. – existing everywhere at the same time

· Sounds like:  a Bic with us

· Picture:  You’re orbiting the Earth in the space shuttle.  As you fly over

each country, you see millions of people waving their hands in the air.

You look more closely and see that every person is holding a Bic

lighter.  Then the President calls you on the telephone to explain:  “We 

wanted you to see lights everywhere you go, so we all have a Bic with us.”

· Other forms:  ubiquity, ubiquitousness (nouns); ubiquitously adv.)
· Sentence:  Certain signs of our culture seem to be ubiquitous, and

are hard to escape.







