SET B SAT WORDS: LESSON 12

1.  ESOTERIC (ess-oh-TERR-ik) adj. - known to, or understood by, a limited

 group of people
· Sounds like:  it’s so Derek

· Picture:  A group of men and boys attending a convention for people named 

Derek.  Everyone at the Derek Convention is wearing a name tag that says,

“Hello, My Name is Derek,” and they’re all standing around talking about

famous Dereks in history, telling Derek jokes, and thinking about the things

that Dereks think about.  An onlooker (named Jeffrey) says to a friend, 

“Don’t ask me what they’re talking about.  I haven’t understood one word

they’ve said since I got here.  It’s all so, I don’t know, it’s so Derek.

· Other forms: esoterica (noun)
· Sentence: The book was filled with esoteric information about a long-lost

tribe.

2.  RETICENT (RETT-ih-sent) adj. – quiet; uncommunicative

· Sounds like:  redder cent

· Picture:  A giant penny is being painted red.  The penny sits quietly as

the artist repeatedly asks, “Redder, Cent.  Do you want to be redder?

Cent?  Huh?  Penny for your thoughts.  Hello, Cent …”

· Other forms:  reticence (noun); reticently (adv.)
they’ve said since I got here.  It’s all so, I don’t know, it’s so Derek.

· Sentence:  He was normally a talkative boy, so his sudden
reticence seemed to signal a problem.

3.  UNPRECENDENTED (un-PRESS-ih-dent-ed) adj. – the first of its kind

· Sounds like:  un-presidented

· Picture:  George Washington’s inauguration.  It was an unprecedented event,

because he was the first.

they’ve said since I got here.  It’s all so, I don’t know, it’s so Derek.

· Connect with:  precede (verb) ~ Think of “legal precedent.”
· Sentence:  Sandra Day O’Connor’s appointment to the Supreme Court

was unprecedented.

